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1. Will Virtual KISD 2.0 look the same as last spring? 
o No. The Texas Education Agency has provided attendance and grading guidelines that have changed the 

format of virtual learning. Virtual KISD 2.0 will blend live, two-way interactive classes with students and 
teachers participating in real time (synchronous instruction) with (asynchronous) content that will be 
self-paced with pre-recorded video lessons or intermittent teacher instruction. The VK2 model will cover 
the same required curriculum that is also being taught through the in-person on campus model. 
Synchronous instruction will be scheduled in VK2 and requires all participants to be present at the same 
time while the asynchronous learning opportunities do not require participants to be virtually present at 
the same time. 

 
2. For the 2020-2021 academic year, will KISD provide families a choice of instructional options?   

o Yes.  Options include: 
a. Traditional School and/or Virtual KISD 2.0, 

• This program is coupled with Virtual KISD 2.0 so if at any point in the school year we are forced 
to close schools due to COVID-19, we can toggle back and forth between Virtual KISD 2.0 and 
traditional in-person instruction. 

b. Virtual School- Virtual KISD 2.0 will provide a much-improved virtual learning experience for students; 
however, we contend there is no substitute for the in-person on campus learning experience. 

 
c. Considerations when Choosing a Learning Model 

Traditional School Virtual KISD 2.0 

o Traditional learning model experiences 
o Standards-based curriculum 
o Lessons developed and delivered by KISD teachers 
o Learning schedule is teacher paced 
o Attendance is taken by the teacher 
o Time requirements set by the master schedule 

o Lessons developed and delivered by KISD teachers, but 
students select pace 

o Standards-based curriculum 
o Schedule may be set by the teacher (synchronous 

learning) or set by the family (asynchronous learning) 
o Attendance is extracted daily through time-stamped 

login through SeeSaw or Office 365/TEAMS or progress 
monitoring by the teacher 

 

Pros of In-person Instruction Cons of In-person Instruction 
o Traditional structured learning environment in a 

familiar face-to-face setting 
o Ability for students to build relationships with staff 

and peers 
o Allows for student collaboration and social 

interaction 
o Creates good routines for students and stability 
o Structured learning schedule 
o Allows for varied hands-on experiences and labs 

o Possible risk of contracting or spreading Covid-19  
o Requires extensive safety mitigations based on public 

health guidance such as daily screening, social 
distancing, face masks and other health precautions 

 

 



Pros of Virtual KISD 2.0 Cons of Virtual KISD 2.0 
o Students have pre-scheduled synchronous meet 

times and can work on asynchronous courses at 
various times of the day 

o Lower safety risk 
o With asynchronous courses students engage in 

some learning materials at their own pace, 
interacting intermittently with the teacher via the 
computer or other electronic devices or over the 
phone 

o Requires reliable internet connectivity and full access to 
a computer or phone with a microphone and camera 

o Limited interaction with other students 
o Requires self-discipline and self-motivation on the part 

of the student 
o Involves far more self-guided student instruction 
o Significant time commitment from parents 
o More difficult to build relationships with staff and peers 
o Some courses are not offered virtually and require in-

person participation.  Elective changes may be 
necessary 

 

 
 

3. What safety precautions are in place for in-person instruction? 
o KISD is following recommendations and suggested guidelines from TEA (Texas Education Agency) and 

The American Academy of Pediatrics to ensure the safety of all staff and students. Click here to see The 
KISD Commitment 

 
4. How does attendance work with Virtual KISD 2.0 (VK2) model?   

o In order to obtain credit, your child must show progress in the course each day. Your child's teacher will take 
attendance daily. 

▪  In order to be marked present for that class, your child must demonstrate daily engagement in one 
of the approved engagement measures listed below:  

•  Daily progress in either Teams or SeeSaw 

•  Daily progress via teacher-student interactions like communication through email, Teams or 
SeeSaw or video conferencing via Zoom. 

• Completion/turn-in of assignments from student to teacher through Teams or SeeSaw 
▪ A student will be marked absent if the student does not have documented engagement with Teams 

or SeeSaw and/or daily contact with the teacher, and/or documentation of completion/turn in of 
daily assignments. 

 
5. If I choose the Virtual KISD 2.0 model, for my child, how many minutes a day can I expect them to work on 

schoolwork? 
o In a virtual model, TEA states that the school must provide students with a minimum number of 

instructional minutes per day. 

• Grades: Pre K (full day)- 2: 180 minutes or 3 hours 

• Grades: 3-5: at least 180 minutes/  ~30 minutes per class period or 3-4 hours 

• Grades 6-12: 240 minutes/ ~ 40 minutes per class period or 4 hours 
 

6. If I choose the Virtual KISD 2.0 model, for my child, can I change my mind? 
o Yes. Students will have opportunities to transition between these models at the end of the grading 

periods. Pay close attention to the change request deadlines that will be published in August. The 
deadline to request a change to your child’s instructional model will be two weeks prior to the end of 
each six-weeks grading period. 

 
7. Will truancy laws be in effect during the 2020-2021 school year for students receiving remote instruction due 

to COVID-19 related closure or health concerns? 
o Yes. The Texas Education Agency has emphasized that unlike last spring, Compulsory Attendance Laws 

will be enforced during the 2020-2021 school year. Whether a student participates in-person, through 
Virtual KISD 2.0 or both models: 

https://www.kerrvilleisd.net/cms/lib/TX50000093/Centricity/Domain/2188/The%20KISD%20Commitment%207.13.20.pdf
https://www.kerrvilleisd.net/cms/lib/TX50000093/Centricity/Domain/2188/The%20KISD%20Commitment%207.13.20.pdf


• The minimum attendance for class credit rule of TEC, 25.092, will be in effect for the 2020-2021 
school year. Students are required to attend at least 90% of their classes to receive credit and be 
promoted. Virtual KISD 2.0 attendance will count in the same manner as on campus attendance 
in satisfying this requirement. 

 
8. Will my child have support from his/her teacher if I choose the Virtual KISD 2.0 model? If so, what kind of 

support? 
o Your child will receive guided support from his/her teacher with communication from the following 

avenues: 

• Email (grades 5-12), conference hours in Teams or SeeSaw and/or online face-to-face 
interaction via Zoom 

 
9. If I choose the Virtual KISD 2.0 model, will my child still have to take the STAAR test? 

o Yes. Participation in Virtual KISD 2.0 model does not excuse your child from taking the STAAR test. 
According to TEA (as of July 15, 2020) STAAR tests will be administered in the following grade levels: 

• 3- Math and Reading 

• 4- Math, Reading, Writing 

• 5- Math, Reading, Science 

• 6- Math and Reading 

• 7-Math, Reading, Writing 

• 8- Math, Reading, Science, Social Studies 

• 9-12: Algebra I, English I, English II, Biology, US History 
 

10. Will my child be able to participate in extracurricular activities while participating in Virtual KISD 2.0? 
o Yes.  Students who choose the VK2 instructional model will be permitted to come on campus to 

participate in Fine Arts, UIL sports, and some electives that require in-person participation, provided 
families can provide transportation to and from campus at scheduled times. Students engaged in VK2 
that choose to participate in these courses and activities on campus must adhere to all safety protocols 
of in-person learning including daily health screenings and mask wearing (when required). If you choose 
Virtual KISD 2.0 and do not want your child to attend a course that requires in-person instruction, 
please contact your student’s Alpha Counselor to request a schedule change to another elective. 

 
11.  Will grading be different between in-person learning and Virtual KISD 2.0? 

o No.  Virtual KISD 2.0 grading policies will be consistent with those for in-person on campus 
instruction and ongoing progress monitoring is a critical component of both in-person and VK2 
instructional models.  

• Students in Pre-K are not assigned grades and Kindergarten-1st grade students receive a 
standards-based grading report. 

• Students in 2nd-12th grade receive numerical grade reports each six weeks. 

• Tivy High School VK2 students will receive numerical grades and the grades earned will 
count towards a student’s grade point average (GPA) following district policy EIC(LOCAL). 

 
12. Are all courses offered virtually? 

o No, not if in-person instruction is also being offered.  At the secondary level (6-12) some CTE (Career and 
Tech Education) and Fine Arts require an in-person component. Students engaged in VK2 that choose to 
participate in these courses and activities on campus must adhere to all safety protocols of in-person 
learning including daily health screenings and mask wearing (when required). 

o THS In-Person On Campus Instruction Required 

• Ag Mechanics, Ag Structures 

• Culinary Arts 

• Construction Technology 

• Health Science Clinicals, Health Science Practicum (EKG&CNA) 



• Robotics 

• Automotive Technology 

• Introduction to Aerospace and Aviation, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 

• Technical Theater, Theater Arts, Theater Productions 

• Advanced Placement Art 

• ROTC 

• Debate 

• Dance 

• Cheer 

• Athletics 

• Band, Choir, Orchestra 
o HPMS In-Person On Campus Instruction Required 

• Athletics 

• Band, Choir, Theatre Arts, Orchestra 
o BTW In-Person On Campus Instruction Required 

• Band, Choir, Orchestra 
o Elementary Schools In-Person On campus Instruction Required 

• Orchestra 
o THS courses that require travel 

• Instructional Practice 

• PALS 

• Career Prep 

• Internship 

• Spanish 4 

 
13. What happens if my child is enrolled in in-person instruction is forced to miss a week or more of instruction. 

o Decisions regarding instructional support and makeup of missed learning opportunities will be based on 
the individualized needs of the student. Depending on the length of absence, students may be able to 
transition from in-person to V2K (temporary absences related to 10-14-day self-isolation requirements 
or extended illness).  

 
14. If I choose the VK2 instructional model, will my child have to come in to take assessments? 

o No, however, additional requirements may be asked of parents and students when taking an online 
assessment. 

 
15. If I choose the VK2 instructional model, what supplies other than technology will be required for the class? 

o You may be required to pick up materials or supplies that are specific to the lesson or TEKS throughout 
the course. The teacher will contact the student/parent with more information at a later date. 

o High School courses that have specific supplies requirements: 

• Art 1 

• Music 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Physics 

• Principles of Technology 

• Aquatic Science 

• Environmental Systems 

• AP Biology 

• AP Physics 

• Various CTE level I courses 

 



16. What if my child does not have access to adequate technology? Is VK2 instructional model still appropriate 
for my family? 
It depends:   

o However, in order to fully engage in the VK2 model, the following is necessary: 

• A strong internet that supports streaming. KISD has cellular internet hotspots available for 
students to check out but some areas of Kerrville and the surrounding area do not have 
sufficient cell coverage required for effective use of cellular hotspots. 

• Virtual KISD 2.0 requires full access to a computer or phone with a microphone or camera. 

• Based on the TEA attendance guidelines, your household may need more than one device 
▪ The district has a limited number of devices for check out for home use with Virtual KISD 

2.0.  Please contact your campus to discuss technology availability.  
 

17. Will paper packets be available as an option? 
o The only paper packets that will be available will be for students who receive special education services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


